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APPENDIX A – MEDIA ADVISORIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MTC Email Invite (Sent to 5,200 email addresses) 
 

Come share your vision for the Bay Area rail system! 

The Metropolitan Transportation Commission, BART, Caltrain, and California High-Speed Rail 
Authority need your help developing a Regional Rail Plan for the Bay Area. The Plan will look at 
improvements and extensions of railroad, rapid transit, and high-speed rail services for the near 
(5 to 10 years), intermediate (10 to 25 years), and long-terms (beyond 25 years). Please join us at 
one of six community workshops being held in November and December. 

Topics for discussion include: 

* Improving the Bay Area's existing rail system 

* Locations for new rail extensions and train stations 

* Rail sharing between passenger and freight trains 

* Planning for growth - building new homes near rail 

* Evaluating initial rail concepts 

In addition, these workshops are intended to serve as "scoping" meetings for, and contribute to 
the preparation of, the California High-Speed Rail Authority's Bay Area to Central Valley High-
Speed Train Program EIR/EIS. 

Workshops are planned throughout the Bay Area and in the Central Valley - see below for the 
times and locations.  A flyer announcing these outreach workshops is attached to this email as 
well. 

For each workshop, we are offering two sessions.  For your convenience, the daytime session is 
repeated in the evening.  You may join us at either time. 

Session One:  Starts at 3 p.m. and Ends at 5 p.m. 

* Open House: 3-4 p.m. 

* Presentation/Discussion: 4-5 p.m. 

Session Two: Starts at 6 p.m. and Ends at 8 p.m. 

* Open House: 6-7 p.m. 

* Presentation/Discussion: 7-8 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 29th - Oakland Workshop 
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Joseph P. Bort MetroCenter, Larry D. Dahms Auditorium, 101 Eighth Street 

Transit Connections: BART (Lake Merritt Station); AC Transit (11 from Piedmont or Montclair; 
59 or 59A from Montclair; 62 from East or West Oakland; 88 from Berkeley); Amtrak (C.L. 
Dellums Station at 2nd and Alice Streets) 

Wednesday, November 30th - San Jose Workshop 

New San Jose City Hall - Council Wing, Community Room W120, 200 East Santa Clara Street 

Transit Connections: Santa Clara VTA Trains; Closest Light Rail Station: Santa Clara; VTA Bus 

Connections: 22, 23, 63, 64, 65, 66, 68, 72, 73, 81, 82, 85, 180, 304, 305, 522, Highway 17 

Express and DASH. 

Thursday, December 1st - San Francisco Workshop 

Hiram Johnson State Bldg, Auditorium, 455 Golden Gate Avenue 

Transit Connections: BART (Civic Center Station), Muni Metro Light Rail Lines, Muni Bus 
Routes: 5, 6, 7, 9, 21, 26, 66, 71 and 71L 

Monday, December 5th - Livermore Workshop 

Livermore Public Library, Community Room A + B, 1188 S. Livermore Avenue 

Transit Connections: Wheels Bus Routes 11, 11L and 14 

Tuesday, December 6th - Modesto Workshop 

Double Tree Hotel, Ballrooms 1,2 and 3, 1150 Ninth Street 

Transit Connections: Amtrak and Modesto Area Express Routes: 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, 30, 31, 

32, 33, 34, 37, 38, 39, 41, 42 

Thursday, December 8th - Suisun City Workshop 

Suisun City Hall, Council Chambers, 701 Civic Center Boulevard 

Transit Connections: Amtrak and Fairfield/Suisun Transit System Route 5 

 

Here is a link to the Regional Rail Plan's project Web site: 

http://www.bayarearailplan.info/  
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   Bart Bulletin 

(50,000 Copies to 34 Stations) 
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APPENDIX B POWERPOINT PRESENTATION ON REGIONAL 
RAIL PLAN 
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APPENDIX C: POWERPOINT PRESENTATION ON BAY AREA 
TO CENTRAL VALLEY HIGH-SPEED TRAIN EIR/EIS 
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APPENDIX D – EXHIBIT BOARDS ON REGIONAL RAIL PLAN 
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APPENDIX E: EXHIBIT BOARDS ON BAY AREA TO CENTRAL 
VALLEY HIGH-SPEED TRAIN EIR/EIR 
 

San Francisco Bay Area Regional Rail Plan 
Phase One Public Involvement & Outreach Appendices Page 38 



 

San Francisco Bay Area Regional Rail Plan 
Phase One Public Involvement & Outreach Appendices Page 39 



 

San Francisco Bay Area Regional Rail Plan 
Phase One Public Involvement & Outreach Appendices Page 40 



 

San Francisco Bay Area Regional Rail Plan 
Phase One Public Involvement & Outreach Appendices Page 41 



 

San Francisco Bay Area Regional Rail Plan 
Phase One Public Involvement & Outreach Appendices Page 42 



 

San Francisco Bay Area Regional Rail Plan 
Phase One Public Involvement & Outreach Appendices Page 43 



 

San Francisco Bay Area Regional Rail Plan 
Phase One Public Involvement & Outreach Appendices Page 44 



 

San Francisco Bay Area Regional Rail Plan 
Phase One Public Involvement & Outreach Appendices Page 45 

  



 

APPENDIX F – FACT SHEETS ON REGIONAL RAIL PLAN AND 
BAY AREA TO CENTRAL VALLEY HIGH-SPEED TRAIN 
EIR/EIS 
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APPENDIX G – COMMENT FORM FOR REGIONAL RAIL PLAN 
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APPENDIX H – WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE 

Comment submitted by: Arthur Ringham – via email, a.ringham@sbcglobal.net 

Date received: 12/5/2005 Subject: Workshop, San Jose, Dec 1 

Hello Howard, 

I attended the subject workshop [in San Jose] and thought it quite worthwhile.  Following are some comments: 

CONSULTANTS 

I was surprised that there were no representatives from the consultant teams doing the Bay Area to Central Valley 
Program EIR/EIS study in attendance at the workshop (unless they were there but not introduced).  It would be 
desirable for them to hear comments firsthand to get their detail, emotion and flavor, rather than just get a written 
synopsis later. I suggest they be present at future workshops. 

OVERLAP 

It seemed that the workshop comingled two overlapping studies: 

The Bay Area to Central Valley EIR/EIS study by the California High Speed Rail Authority to recommend a fairly 
specific rail route for HSR to the Bay Area, with a scheduled completion date of July 2007 and 

The Bay Area Regional Rail Plan study involving other (mostly rail) passenger transportation systems (and different 
legal entities which may have conflicting interests) within the greater Bay Area, but also including High Speed Rail. 
This study is also scheduled for completion in July 2007. 

Although these two studies need to be coordinated, they should be separated insofar as possible and interfaces 
between them defined to keep both studies from getting bogged down in resolving conflicts. Where some aspects of 
the two studies may conflict, resolution may not be practical through coordination before study completion dates 
and two separate "final reports". Provision should probably be made for an additional phase after July 2007 to resolve 
possible conflicts and complete an integrated plan.  

CRITERIA 

There are too many criteria and many are of a "motherhood and apple pie" nature which are difficult or impossible 
to measure. If criteria can't be measured against, alternatives can't be compared and evaluated. The primary criteria, 
particularly for High Speed Rail, should be financial (return on capital) and answer the question "Which alternative 
is the best investment for California?" 

Best wishes for successful studies. 

Comment submitted by: Mark Evanoff, Union City – via web comment form, 
mevanoff@ci.union-city.ca.us 

Date Received: 12/8/05 Subject: Freight and Passenger 

As a part of the rail alternatives analyis it would be helpful to provide the following information: 

1.  What is the current travel time for freight on each of the rail subdivisions?  Illustrate this data on a regional rail 
map. 
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2.  Identify the major employers and manufacturers that use freight rail services on the base map. 

3.  Quantify the current delay time in shipping goods our of the Port of Oakland that can be attributed to lack of 
freight rail capacity.   

Comment submitted by: Mark Evanoff, Union City – via web comment form, 
mevanoff@ci.union-city.ca.us 

Date Received: 12/8/05 Subject: Freight and Passenger 

After the passenger rail improvments are made for Dumbarton Rail:  

1.  Quantify impved travel time for freight on the Niles Subdivision and quanity the improved ability to move goods 
out of the Port of Oakland. 

2.  Quantify improved travel time fro freight, on the Warm Springs Subdivison, and the Coast Subdivision south of 
the Centerville Subdivision. 

Comment submitted by: Mark Duncan – via email, mark@askmar.com 

Date Received: 12/9/05 Subject: Comments on regional rail program 

Ashley 

I spoke last night at San Carlos regarding the regional rail program.  Here is the essence of what I said: 

"Obtaining the most cost-effective, integrated regional rail will require Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) 
regulations to be changed. To obtain the maximum utilization of our rail right-of-ways, freight, local, regional, and 
high speed rail traffic upon them, need to be able to share them. 

Today, FRA regulations do not allow using the highly evolved,reliable and efficient railroad equipment available in 
Europe and Japan with our existing freight and rail equipment. 

If the FRA regulated the automobile industry, everyone would be driving a Hummer, and we would be envious of 
the people in Japan and Europe who could drive Toyota Prius hybrids. 

The FRA is an entrenched, reactionary bureaucracy that relies upon the brute force approach of the 1900s. If it 
breaks, make it heavier and stronger.  

But today, in the 21st century, we can be more intelligent and wise, resulting in much lighter, safer, more reliable and 
comfortable equipment. 

Many transportation agencies have tried and failed to change the FRA regulations. 

Changing these regulations to reflect the realities of the 21st century will require concerted and united political will, 
otherwise it will not happen. 

Each city, agency, and group within the region will need to lend its support to change the FRA regulations, otherwise 
we will have a regional rail system that does not reflect industry best practices and that does not make the best use of 
limited taxpayer funds." 

-----------------mark Duncan 
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Comment submitted by: Frank Ploof – via web comment form, ploof1@llnl.gov  

Date received: 12/9/05  Subject: ACE 

I was at the Modesto meeting on 12/6 because I'm interested in ACE being extended to Modesto.  I asked how one 
would go about starting the process and was told that a first step would be to get San Joaquin and Stanislaus counties 
to agree. To assist me, could you provide the names and phone numbers of county staff who would be involved? 

Tx, Frank 

Comment submitted by:  Roy Olcott — via web comment form, 
ssf_reo@comcast.net 

Date received: 12/13/05  Subject: Regional Workshops - SamTrans the missing !? 

BARP 

Picked up BART Bulletin for Nov/DEC with listings of workshops. I did NOT see Sam 
Trans/Pennisula representation.  

Is SAM Trans still fueding with BART ? Is the Penninsula between SF and SJ  not important? Yes, 
I do see that CalTrain is represnted with your group, but, I believe that SAMTrans needs to be 
involved or risk another BART/Pennisula fiasco we seem to be invlved in. 

I will send copy of this E-Mail to both BART and SamTrans. Any other organizations that need to be E-Mailed to 
help get SamTrans Involvment? 

Thanks and best regards 

Roy 

Comment submitted by: Ric Silver, Rail Passenger Association of California, via 
email, ricsilver@aol.com 

Date Received: 12/13/05 Subject: Comments regarding the regional rail plan 

RAIL PASSENGER ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA 
1008 10th St-217, Sacramento, CA 95814, 877-288-3103 
WWW.RailPAC.org 
 
December 12, 2205 
 
Ashley Nguyen 
MTC Staff Liaison 
Regional Rail Plan 
101 Eighth Street 
Oakland, CA 94607 

Re: Regional Rail Plan 

Dear Ms. Nguyen: 

At the San Jose public meeting for the Regional Rail Plan, a statement was made to the effect that all rail or transit 
advocacy groups support the Altamont Pass route for the High Speed Rail entrance into the bay area.   
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With more than 3,000 members, almost 900 in the region being studied, RailPAC considers itself a rail  advocacy 
group, and as of at least this date, we have not taken a position on any of the various alternative route into the bay 
area.  

RailPAC has a policy, on such a major issue as High Speed Rail, not to take any specific position or routes, stations 
etc. until AFTER we have had a chance to review the EIR/EIS and to get comments and opinions from our members. 

Our only position, as it pertains to High Speed Rail, is that: "The Rail Passenger Association of California (RailPAC) 
supports the construction and operation of a High Speed Rail system compatible to and interchangeable with, 
conventional rail such as Amtrak, Metrolink, Caltrain and ACE".  

We are now in the beginning of our process of reviewing the recently released EIR/EIS. When, and if, RailPAC makes 
any specific comments or endorsements we will make a proper notification. 

Would you please include this letter into the record of the San Jose meeting. 

Sincerely, 

Richard L. Silver, Executive Director 
Rail Passenger Association of California. 

Comments submitted by: Anthony Dominguez, Citizen of San Jose – via web 
comment form, daleft24@aol.com 

Date received: 12/14/2005 Subject: Pacheco Pass HSR route. 

As an ardent supporter of California's High Speed Rail system, I am in favor of a Pacheco Pass alignment into the 
greater Bay Area.  Some in the Bay Area would like to turn HSR into a commuter line; benefiting those commuters 
who work in the Bay Area but have CHOSEN to live over 1-2 hours away in the Central Valley.  The main goal of the 
proposed HSR is to provide alternative travel from Southern California to Northern California.  The Pacheco Pass 
alignment, unlike the Altamont Pass proposal, provides this direct alternative into the Bay Area via San Jose.  It is 
hoped that the powers that be will choose this alignment over the Altamont.  Thank you for your time. 

Comment submitted by: Jack Schoop – via email, schoopj@sbcglobal.net 

Date received: 11/1/2005 Subject: Re: Regional Rail Plan Community Workshops - November and December 2005 

I live in the north of the Golden Bridge.  We have a railroad bed that is to be used for travellng sometime in the years 
ahead.  We have only one freeway so we need our railroad to help us out. 

I hope that will get into the MTC's watch. 

Jack Schoop 

Comment submitted by: Nancy Nadel – via email, Nnadel@oaklandnet.com 

Date received: 11/2/2005 Subject: Re: Regional Rail Plan Community Workshops - November and December 2005 

I'd rather you focussed on improving the Bay area bus system. 

Comment submitted by William H. Wainwright – via email, brocoli@pacbell.net 

Date received: 11/1/2005 Subject: Re: Regional Rail Plan Community Workshops - November and December 2005 

To the attention of Ashley Nguyen: 
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Thank you very much for this notice.  I am disappointed, however, that you are not holding one of your workshops 
here in Martinez.  As you know, the Martinez Amtrak and Union Pacific rail route is one of the busiest, if not the 
busiest, in the entire bay area. 

Moreover, the Santa Fe Burlington Northern Railroad also passes through our community. 

Holding one of your workshops here would have been appropriate recognition of the significance of this existing 
infrastructure and, more importantly, would have focused attention on the importance of the Martinez rail 
connection for transit for the entire Diablo Valley area, now and in the future. 

Respectfully yours, 

Bill Wainwright 
Vice Mayor, 
City of Martinez 

Comment submitted by: Donald F. Robertson – via email, donaldfr@speakeasy.net 
Thank you for your E-mail about workshops for the regional rail plan. 
 
I am very fearful of this plan because I'm afraid that, in the name of "integration," it will amount to another excuse to 
continue taking money from city residents and giving it to the suburbs. 
 
My main concern is that we stop subsidizing sprawl.  Going forward in all future transit funding, inner city residents 
in San Francisco and Oakland need to get the same per capita and per mile subsidies as suburban communities.  We 
need to reward the efficiencies of having businesses, workers, and entertainment all located close together, and stop 
penalizing 
it. 
 
Thanks you for listening. 
 
-- Donald 
 
Donald F. Robertson 
255A Henry Street 
San Francisco 
94114-1231 
USA 
 
415-621-2113 
Mobile:  415-595-0338 
 
donaldfr@speakeasy.net 
http://www.speakeasy.net/~donaldfr 

Comment submitted by: Doug DeLong – via web comment form, 
delong007@aol.com 
Date received: 12/16/05 Subject: CHSRA Bay Area to Central Valley EIR/EIS comments 
 
I have communicated to CHSRA, via the web-based scoping comment process, my desire to see additional routes 
considered for connecting the Bay Area and Central Valley portions of the California HSR system beyond just the 
shaded area on their notice postcard.  Since these comments are also relevant to the objectives of the Regional Rail 
Plan I also wanted to provide them for your consideration.  (Since I neglected to copy the EIR/EIS scoping comment 
form before submission, I will try to provide the same ideas below, but it will not be verbatim.) 
 

San Francisco Bay Area Regional Rail Plan 
Phase One Public Involvement & Outreach Appendices Page 58 

mailto:donaldfr@speakeasy.net
http://us.f325.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=donaldfr@speakeasy.net&YY=39376&order=down&sort=date&pos=0&view=a
http://www.speakeasy.net/~donaldfr


 

The construction of the Central Valley portion of the California HSR system will allow the current 
Amtrak/California San Joaquin route between Sacramento and points south to be replaced with HSR operation, with 
rail mode extending all the way to Los Angeles, possibly beyond to San Diego. 
 
In the Bay Area portion of the California HSR construction the Caltrain Peninsula corridor will be upgraded for 
higher speeds and electrified propulsion through a partnership between CHSRA, Caltrain, and various regional 
funding sources.  This will benefit both long-distance HSR riders and Caltrain commuters. 
 
An Altamont connection between the Bay Area and Central Valley, which I support, could likewise benefit both 
long-distance HSR riders and current/additional ACE commuters.  No doubt the higher speeds and reduced impacts 
from freight operations would significantly increase commute ridership, a source of revenue that should not be 
ignored in the analysis.  Included in the Altamont analysis should also be evaluation of the Dumbarton line for 
inclusion into the HSR system, since activation of that corridor for passenger service using regional funds is 
anticipated. 
 
I would like to see 2 additional routes evaluated for connection between the Bay Area and Central Valley:  a San 
Francisco/Oakland/Sacramento connection and a San Jose/Salinas/Paso Robles/Wasco connection. 
 
The Amtrak/California Capitol Corridor service ridership has been growing by leaps and bounds, even though it still 
takes 4 hours to go from San Jose to Sacramento, a distance that can be driven by car in just over 2 hours.  A San 
Francisco/Oakland/Sacramento connection would dramatically reduce HSR travel time between San Francisco and 
Sacramento and offer the possibility of folding the Capitol Corridor service into the HSR system. 
 
A San Jose/Salinas/Paso Robles/Wasco connection would offer the shortest (and hence fastest) route between San 
Francisco and Los Angeles.  It would also provide service to Monterey County, which has expressed interest in 
extending Caltrain commute service southward to Salinas.  Aside from its operational benefits, this connection 
would also assuage San Jose's route envy relative to Altamont, but any Los Banos real estate speculators would be out 
of luck. 
 
In conclusion, I think the operative question is not Altamont OR ..., but Altamont AND ...  We should be talking 
about including Altamont AND these 2 new connections in the California HSR Objective System, even if it is not 
feasible for all 3 to be in the Initial Operational Segment. 

Comment Submitted by: Jason Kibbey, via email 
Date received: 12/16/05  Subject: Bay Area Central Valley Scoping Comments 
Dear Mr. Leavitt, 
Attached are scoping comments from Defense of Place and Californians For Western Wilderness regarding the Bay 
Area to Central Valley High Speed Rail EIR/EIS.  I am sending them to you because you were listed as the 
appropriate recipient on the NOP. 
We look forward to receiving updates about the progress of the EIR/EIS. 
Best regards, 
Jason Kibbey 
 
Jason Kibbey 
Director, Defense of Place a Project of the Resource Renewal Institute 
Fort Mason Center 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
415.928.3774 
http://defenseofplace.org 
jkibbey@rri.org 

Comment Submitted by:  Robert Stancell, via email 
Hello Ms. Nguyen,   
My name is Robert Stancell and I have been talking with David Melko about creating rail service between 
Sacramento and the Bay Area.  David suggested that I email you with my preliminary proposal.  Below is the memo I 
sent to David.  After your review, please contact me so that we can have a more detailed discussion about my 
proposal.  
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Kind regards, 
Robert Stancell 
916-202-4678 
R.Stancell@att.net  
 
 
Mr. Melko, 
 
Per our conversation, here is a brief description of what I want to accomplish. 
 
I am interested in building a private / public commuter rail line between Auburn and Pittsburgh (Link to BART) to 
replace the Capitol Corridor trains.  The trains will run on electricity and be similar to BART or European commuter 
trains in style. However, our trains will have cars dedicated for meals and restrooms.  The rail line between stops will 
have solar panels to produce electricity specifically for the trains.  This will cut some, hopefully must, of the energy 
expense.  The more we use existing grants (smart growth, etc.) to offset costs the better. I have several plans to get 
local developers and counties to contribute to this project as well. 
 
The initial stops will be as follows: 
Auburn 
Roseville  
Downtown Sacramento 
Davis 
Dixon 
Vacaville 
Fairfield 
Pittsburgh 
 
Future Stops: 
West Sacramento 
Stockton 
Modesto 
 
I want to build dedicated rail tracks for the commuter train.  Sharing rail tracks with freight trains will only lead to 
more delays and bad service. I understand that most of the right of way for a train service is in place.  
 
I am in the initial phase of gathering information on this project.  We have a unique opportunity to build a 21st 
century rail system for the people of our area. I am willing to make it happen. Please let me know your thoughts. 
 
Best regards, 
Robert Stancell 
916-395-8807 
R.Stancell@Att.Net  
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Comment submitted by: Robert Raburn – via email, robertraburn@ebbc.org 
Date Received: 12/09/06  Subject: EBBC Comments on Regional Rail 
Ashley: 
Please see attached letter. Call me if there are problems downloading the letter or if I can be of assistance in any way. 
I thank you and wish you the best during the holidays and new year. 
 -Robert Raburn, Executive Director 
******************************************** 
 East Bay Bicycle Coalition   www.ebbc.org  
 PO Box 1736             tel:(510)530-3444 
 Oakland, CA  94604      fax:(510)336-1604 
       info msg:(510)433-RIDE (7433) 
******************************************** 
"To promote bicycling as an everyday means of transportation and recreation" 
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Comment submitted by: Neal Johnson – via email, so01082@cobbsheriff.org 
I have attached a power point presentation file. Please view the slide show. I made it 4½ years ago, so it is a bit dated, 
but still holds up. 
Regarding High Speed Rail, I believe that it is not a priority and should be built only when magnetic levitation is 
deemed practical and when Los Angeles International Airport needs to be relocated east of Palmdale.  
When those conditions exist, the route should be built as a single line from Union Station in Los Angeles to 
Sacramento International Airport. The route should begin in a tunnel under Union Station, enter the median of the 
state route 2 freeway, tunnel under the San Gabriel Mountains toward Palmdale, and have a station integrated into 
the new airport’s terminal. Baggage check for the airport should be provided at Union Station. 
Future extensions of the HSR should emanate from north of the airport station toward Las Vegas, and south of the 
airport station toward Phoenix. 
The route would then cross/tunnel through the Tehachapi Mountains to Bakersfield and the median of state route 
99. Between Manteca and Stockton, it would cross over to I-5 in the vicinity of French Camp Road and end at 
Sacramento International Airport. 
Access to the San Francisco Bay Area would be provided by BART, connecting to the HSR at stations in Manteca or 
Stockton. This would be accomplished by either extending BART east from Dublin/Livermore or Pittsburg, 
respectively. 
Again, High Speed Rail should be considered when a new Los Angeles International Airport is built. The airport 
should only be built contingent on the construction of High Speed Rail with a minimum operational segment 
between the airport and Union Station. 
  
Neal Johnson 
PO Box 2011 
Marietta, GA 30061 
nealjn@comcast.net  
Cobb County...Expect the Best 
www.cobbcounty.org 
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